[Comparison of the clinicopathological characteristics of colorectal cancer between elderly and young patients].
To compare the clinicopathological characteristics between elderly and young patients with colorectal cancer (CRC). A total of 727 patients with CRC treated between Jan 2003 and Dec 2005 were divided into elderly group (≥ 60 years old), middle-aged group (36-59 years old), and young group (≤ 35 years old). The clinicopathological characteristics of the 3 groups were analyzed retrospectively. The tumor occurred mainly in the rectum, sigmoid colon and ascending colon of the patients. The major initial symptoms included hemafecia and changes in bowel habits in the elderly and middle-aged cases, as compared to abdominal pain and hemafecia in the young group. The elderly patients had greater ratio of well differentiated neoplasm than the middle-aged and young patients. The ratio of radical operation was markedly higher in the elderly and middle-aged group than in the young group. The elderly patients were more likely to have stage II and III tumors than the middle-aged and young patients, having also significantly higher incidences of such complications as heart and lung diseases upon diagnosis. Compared with the middle-aged and young patients, elderly patients with CRC are more likely to have well differentiated tumor, multiple complications upon diagnosis, and higher radical operation rate.